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How We've Grown
 By Ann Eriksson

It’s hard to believe that ThINC is in its 10th year! A seed of an
idea among a small group of gardeners out behind the
Forbes Community Centre grew into a thriving conservation
organization with over sixty members and a dedicated
volunteer board of directors. Since August of 2012, we’ve
witnessed the emergence of a strong conservation ethic on
the island, with the acquisition of two nature reserves, the
building of the Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve trail, the
establishment of the Nature House and its ongoing
programs, the formation of the People’s Apothecary Garden,
the launching of Project -Re- Generation and a pile of
community science programs including the Western Screech
Owl Nest Box Program, the Community Bat Program, the
Forage Fish Monitoring Program, the Purple Martin Recovery
Program and the monitoring of other species at risk. We
couldn’t have done it without the support of Thetis Island
community members and visitors. Together we’ve built trails,
removed invasive species, cleaned up beaches, made herbal
medicines, learned about fungi, pollinators, and birds,
danced and eaten cake.  

So what are we planning for the next decade, which happens
to be the United Nations Decade of Ecological Restoration?
First of all, to keep everyone informed, we’ll be producing
more newsletters like this one. To help us all make good

stewardship choices, we’re launching our new Nature
Stewards program in the coming months. To help us all
create a sustainable community we’re continuing Project -Re-
Generation, training people of all ages to plan and carry out
stewardship and sustainability projects. We’re looking
forward to more food security initiatives through the People’s
Apothecary Garden. How about a tool library or a seed bank
and exchange? We hope to further reconciliation with
Indigenous Peoples by engaging with traditional knowledge
holders from Penelakut Island to learn how to better steward
the land and waters. We’ll never stop offering nature
education to residents and their visitors. We’re planning an
anniversary celebration so stay tuned for more dancing and
cake eating. We’re also pleased to have received federal
Charitable Status and so can issue charitable tax receipts for
donations which will help sustain our work. Details are on
our website. 

We invite everyone to join us in taking care of this special
place.

Thank you all for your support. 
The ThINC board

We truly live in a special place that deserves and requires
special conservation efforts. Thetis Island lies within the
Coastal Douglas-fir Biogeoclimatic Zone (CDF), a unique
geographic zone of similar climate and vegetation occurring
only on southeast Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands, and the
southwest coast of BC. The CDF supports a high diversity  of
plants, animals and fungi, many found nowhere else in the
world. It’s also a place that attracts people and their activities
and as such, has been highly impacted by urbanization,
agriculture and industrialization. Almost half of the CDF has

Where We Live
By Ann Eriksson

been irretrievably lost and 98% of the ecological
communities are at risk of disappearing. Not surprising then
that the CDF has high numbers of species at risk, many of
which still find a safe haven on Thetis Island, but only if we
continue to consider conservation and biodiversity in
everything we do. The recent heat dome, drought and heavy
rains, all signs of a changing climate fuelled by human
activity, have reminded us that we aren’t separate from
nature, but one species in an interconnected whole. 



Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve Trail opens: A
volunteer crew of over 20 Thetis Islanders and 6
children from Penelakut build the 2 km long trail
under the supervision of master trail builder
Riley McIntosh.
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Nature walks and talks begin

Summer Nature Camp / Launch of land acquisition 
fundraising campaign

Week long Ocean Learnfest

Porter family donates office space at The Portal

Nature House opens with 8-week long summer programming

ThINC receives Outstanding Volunteer award
from the Land Trust Alliance of BC

Moore Hill is permanently protected

In partnership with the Islands Trust Fund and Cowichan Community
Land Trust, ThINC creates a 21 hectare nature reserve. This conservation
purchase is made possible thanks to the conservation vision of the
previous land steward, the incredibly generous support of a local donor
family and a grant from the federal Habitat Stewardship Program for
Species at Risk. 

ThINC joins the Community Bat Program

Western Screech Owl Nest Box Program launches

Fairyslipper Forest is protected as Thetis Island’s first publicly accessible
nature reserve: The 16-hectare nature reserve on lower Burchell Hill is the
result of a partnership between the Islands Trust Fund, ThINC, and the
Cowichan Community Land Trust and is named after the delicate calypso
‘fairyslipper’ orchids that bloom on the hill each spring.

Seaquarium in the School program begins 
at Thetis Island Elementary School

Forage Fish Monitoring Group begins sampling Thetis Island beaches

ThINC 10-year anniversary!!

The Challenger family donates the Seaquarium

ThINC is presented the
Islands Trust Community

Stewardship Award

The Pollinator Garden starts at the Nature House

ThINC joins Purple Martin Recovery Program and
installs 6 nest boxes at the Thetis Island Marina

The People's Apothecary Garden (PAG), a community medicinal garden
located on Carolyn Askew's property, is constructed by the ThINCpod.

ThINC becomes management group for the Nature Reserves

Sharp-tail snake surveys start at Moore Hill Nature Reserve

Nature House Program suspended owing to COVID-19 pandemic, and
ThINC pivots its activities towards addressing food security on Thetis.

Project -Re- Generation is piloted: Over the course of 8-weeks, a small group
of youth explore the concept of sustainability while collaborating on a
community action project.

Nature House reopens with part-time program

ThINC gains Charitable Status (Nov 12th)
ROOT Report lays the foundation for community composting on Thetis



Get Involved

VolunteerMembership Donate

Questions? Get in touch with us at:  info@thetisislandnatureconservancy.org

Membership is a way of showing
your support and helps you connect
with other like-minded community

members. Members elect our board
of directors, and fees help support a

wide range of stewardship and
nature education activities.

 
For more on memberships, 

please visit our website:
thetisislandnatureconservancy.org

We are a volunteer organization and
welcome you to join us and share
your time, energy, and talents to
help conserve nature and work
toward food security on Thetis. 

 
Some of our programs include:

Community Bat program,  Owl Box
program, shoreline monitoring,

Nature House programs, People's
Apothecary Garden, and more!

Your gift helps. From supporting
ongoing community science

initiatives to helping us provide
nature education in the community,

donations play a critical role. 
 

If you wish to make a donation to
help support us, you can do so

through CanadaHelps.org or by 
 sending a cheque to us at PO Box

13-3, Thetis Island, BC V0R 2Y0.

Suzanne Sarioglu 

One of ThINC’s founding directors, Suzanne led our fundraising effort to acquire the Fairyslipper Forest
Nature Reserve. Even though she stepped down from the board to focus on her volunteer coordination
of the successful bank restoration and beautiful upgrades at St Mary’s Cemetery, she continues to
support ThINC. Alongside Vicki Walker, she created and now manages the wild and wonderful pollinator
garden at the Nature House which provides habitat for dozens of species of native bees and other
pollinators. Thank you, Suzanne!

Laurel March

Land conservation is one of Laurel’s passions. In addition to her years of service as a ThINC board
member, Laurel was instrumental in the acquisition of the Moore Hill Nature Reserve, made possible, in
large part, by a generous donation from Laurel and her late mother Beryl. Laurel and her husband also
steward their many acres of forest and coastline adjacent to the nature reserve. Thank you, Laurel!

Vicki Walker

Vicki knows that education is the key to conservation. A former teacher and ThINC director, Vicki started
our nature education program, first by facilitating week-long nature education camps, including Ocean
Learnfest, and then launching our summer-long Nature House programs at the Portal and around the
community. Vicki continues her volunteer nature activities at the Nature House pollinator garden and as
the trails coordinator for TIRRA and comes out regularly for invasive species removals and other ThINC
initiatives. Thank you, Vicki!

Super Stewards


